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Honourable Tony Clement, President of the Treasury Board, Minister for the Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario
Honourable Kathleen Wynne, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs,
Mr. George Takei, Sakura Ball Honouree,
Distinguished Guests;

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a very great pleasure for me to be here with you tonight in order to enjoy the Fourth Annual Sakura Ball. I am delighted to have this opportunity to once again come to the JCCC and to show my personal support for this very special organization. It is an organization that has worked tirelessly for decades to promote Japanese cultural heritage within Canadian society in a manner that is accessible to all Canadians. It is an organization that has encouraged an appreciation of the shared legacies of our two counties that fosters friendship and mutual respect. 
The Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre is an important and vibrant community institution that is world class by any standard that could be applied. More than this, if I may venture, it represents the very embodiment of the multiculturalism that defines Canada.
The highlight of tonight’s event will be the presentation of the Sakura Award, which recognizes outstanding contributions to the promotion of Japanese culture and the enhancement of awareness of Nikkei heritage in Canada and abroad. This year’s recipient is George Takei. 
From early in his very successful television and film career, Mr. Takei was instrumental in changing the perception of Asians held by the North American audience through his strong portrayal of positive role models. Away from the camera, he has for decades been a champion of community and human rights issues. His tireless efforts have been formally recognized by the Japanese government, which awarded him the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Roselle, in 2004.  I would like to take this opportunity to offer my personal congratulations to tonight’s guest of honour. 

Ladies and gentlemen,

It has now been just over 13 months since nature and fate conspired to unleash the violent earthquake and subsequent tsunamis that devastated much of northeastern Japan. 
On March 11, 2011 entire towns and villages were swept away and the lives of hundreds of thousands of people were lost or profoundly changed. I would like to report to you today that because of the bravery and resilience of the people in the affected areas some semblance of “normal” is beginning to return. Huge challenges remain, however, for survivors who lost family members, homes, and livelihoods. With commendable courage they continue with the task of trying to rebuild their lives.

Following last year’s disaster Canada and Canadians were at the forefront of the overwhelming international response to the events of that day. The JCCC made a very generous contribution to the earthquake relief fund. Individual Canadians from coast to coast gave generously to relief and reconstruction efforts. We will never forget the kindness, support and generosity of our Canadian friends during this most difficult of times.
Canada and Japan are friends and partners in the international community. We share a strong, fundamental belief in values such as democracy, respect for the rule of law, and the protection of human rights. 
We also enjoy a strong and growing social and cultural connection that is nurtured and enhanced by the efforts of organizations such as the JCCC. I am delighted to be able to participate tonight in this wonderful event and to join with everyone else here in saluting their work and wishing them continued success for years and years to come.
Thank you.
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